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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–12 Edition) § 132.360 

TABLE 132.350—TESTS OF SEMIPORTABLE AND FIXED FIRE-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS 

Type of system Test 

Carbon dioxide .................................. Weigh cylinders. Recharge cylinder if weight loss exceeds 10 percent of the weight of 
the charge. Test time delays, alarms, and ventilation shutdowns with carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen, or other nonflammable gas as stated in the system manufacturer’s instruction 
manual. Inspect hoses for damage or decay. Ensure that nozzles are unobstructed. 
Cylinders must be tested and marked, and all flexible connections on fixed carbon di-
oxide systems must be tested or renewed, as required by 46 CFR 147.60 and 147.65. 

Halon 1301 and halocarbon .............. Recharge or replace if weight loss exceeds 5 percent of the weight of the charge or if 
cylinder has a pressure gauge, recharge cylinder if pressure loss exceeds 10 percent, 
adjusted for temperature. Test time delays, alarms, and ventilation shutdowns with car-
bon dioxide, nitrogen, or other nonflammable gas as stated in the system manufactur-
er’s instruction manual. Inspect hoses for damage or decay. Ensure that nozzles are 
unobstructed. Cylinders must be tested and marked, and all flexible connections to 
Halon 1301 and halocarbon cylinders must be tested or renewed, as required by 46 
CFR 147.60 and 147.65 or 147.67. Note that Halon 1301 system approvals have ex-
pired, but that existing systems may be retained if they are in good and serviceable 
condition to the satisfaction of the Coast Guard inspector. 

Dry chemical (cartridge-operated) ..... Examine pressure cartridge and replace if end is punctured or if cartridge has leaked or 
is otherwise unsuitable. Inspect hose and nozzle to see that they are clear. Insert 
charged cartridge. Ensure that dry chemical is free-flowing (not caked) and that extin-
guisher contains full charge. 

Dry chemical (stored pressure) ......... See that pressure gauge is in operating range. If not, or if seal is broken, weigh or other-
wise determine that extinguisher is fully charged with dry chemical. Recharge if pres-
sure is low or if dry chemical is needed. 

Foam (stored pressure) ..................... See that any pressure gauge is in the operating range. If it is not, or if seal is broken, 
weigh or otherwise determine that extinguisher is fully charged with foam. Recharge if 
pressure is low or if foam is needed. Replace premixed agent every 3 years. 

Inert gas ............................................. Recharge or replace cylinder if cylinder pressure loss exceeds 5 percent of the specified 
gauge pressure, adjusted for temperature. Test time delays, alarms, and ventilation 
shutdowns with carbon dioxide, nitrogen, or other nonflammable gas as stated in the 
system manufacturer’s instruction manual. Inspect hoses for damage or decay. Ensure 
that nozzles are unobstructed. Cylinders must be tested and marked, and all flexible 
connections on fixed inert extinguishers must be tested or renewed as required by 46 
CFR 147.60 and 147.66. 

Water mist ......................................... Maintain system in accordance with the maintenance instructions in the system manufac-
turer’s design, installation, operation, and maintenance manual. 

(3) The fire-main system must be op-
erated, and the pressure checked at the 
remotest and highest outlets. Each fire 
hose must be subjected to a test pres-
sure, equivalent either to the maximal 
pressure to which it may be subjected 
in service or to 690 kPa (100 psi), which-
ever is greater. 

(4) All systems for detecting smoke 
and fire, including sensors and alarms, 
must be inspected and tested. 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49348, 
Sept. 19, 1997, as amended by USCG 1999–4976, 
65 FR 6507, Feb. 9, 2000; USCG–2006–24797, 77 
FR 33884, Jun. 7, 2012] 

§ 132.360 Fire axes. 
(a) Each vessel of less than 100 gross 

tons must carry one fire axe. 
(b) Each vessel of 100 or more gross 

tons must carry two fire axes. 
(c) Each fire axe must be so placed as 

to be readily available in an emer-
gency. 

(d) Each fire axe must be so placed in 
the open or behind glass that it is read-

ily visible, except that, if the enclosure 
is marked in compliance with § 131.830 
of this subchapter, the axe may be 
placed in an enclosure together with 
the fire hose. 

§ 132.370 Added requirements for fixed 
independent and portable tanks. 

(a) When carrying fixed independent 
tanks on deck or portable tanks in 
compliance with § 125.110 of this sub-
chapter, each vessel must also comply 
with §§ 98.30–37 and 98.30–39 of this chap-
ter. 

(b) When carrying portable tanks in 
compliance with § 125.120 of this sub-
chapter, each vessel must also comply 
with 49 CFR 176.315. 

PART 133—LIFESAVING SYSTEMS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
133.03 Relationship to international stand-

ards. 
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